
Education

Statutory consultation on admission  
criteria for our community schools 

2011 to 2012



2

We are the admissions authority for all community nurseries, infant schools, 
junior schools, primary schools and secondary schools in Barking & Dagenham. 

We are looking at our admission arrangements for 2011 to 2012 school year 
and this information is published in full on our website. This leaflet outlines  
the two main proposals in our admission criteria. We are seeking your views on; 

1  Whether we remove the ‘neighbourhood area’ criterion for nursery, infant, 
junior and primary places.

2   Whether we change the way we measure distances, moving from  
‘nearest walking route’ to straight-line measuring (as the crow flies) for all  
of our community schools.

If you want to respond to our proposals, please fill in and return the response 
form (page 9) before Friday 12 February 2010.
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1   Removal of neighbourhood 
criterion

For nursery, infant, junior and 
primary schools we are considering 
removing the third admission criterion 
relating to where you live. Instead 
we are proposing that we use how 
far away from the school you live, 
measured in a straight line as the third 
criterion. Our building programme 
has significantly increased, which 
means there are many more family 
homes for each school. This means 
that some neighbourhood areas have 
more children than school places and 
this means some parents have unfair 
expectations. Some schools that have 
had a big increase in the number 
of children living in the local area 
have not increased in size enough to 
take in more pupils. Also, for some 
addresses, a child’s neighbourhood 
area school is further away than their 
nearest school.

The need for change

2   Change to straight-line 
measurement

We currently use ‘the nearest walking 
route’ when measuring distances 
from home to school. However, we are 
proposing changing to straight-line 
measuring (as the crow flies) when we 
decide on places in all our community 
schools for the following reasons. 

•  It’s more accurate to use 
straight-line measuring than to 
measure different walking routes  
to schools.

•  There are many footpaths that are 
not maintained by the Highways 
Department and we cannot take 
these into account when measuring 
distances. For example, Mayesbrook 
park pathway is maintained by the 
parks section so we cannot take this 
route into account for children living 
in that area.

•  Parents will no longer be at a 
disadvantage if they live on the 
wrong side of railway lines, parks 
or major roads.

•  Most London authorities now 
measure straight-line distance from 
a child’s home to school as the 
fairest way of deciding places.
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School places will be offered in the 
following order of priority.

•  Priority 1: Children who are in the 
care of a local authority.

•  Priority 2: Children who have a 
brother or sister (sibling) at the 
school (or in the case of an infant 
school, the linked junior school) 
when that child is due to start 
school. We treat Furze Infant 
School and Warren Junior School, 
Village Infants School and William 
Ford Church of England Junior 
School as linked for this purpose. 
Please see note 2.

•  Priority 3: Children who live 
closest to the school, measured in 
kilometres in a straight line (as the 
crow flies).

Important notes

1.  The child’s home must be the 
permanent address where they  
live with their legal guardian.  
This should be the address for 
the parent’s or carer’s council tax 
bill and where Child Benefit is 
addressed.

Proposed admission criteria and notes for community 
nursery, infant, junior and primary schools in Barking 
and Dagenham.

2.  Brother or sister (sibling) means a 
full, half, step, adopted or long-term 
fostered child living at the same 
address and going to the named 
school. Please make sure you name 
all siblings on your application form. 
If they are not listed on your form, 
we cannot consider them.

3.  All distances are measured using 
SIA’s Geographical Information 
System, SMART, from the centre 
of the child’s home to the school’s 
main gate. If you live outside the 
area, we will use the same system  
to work out distances.

4.  We will use distance from home to 
school for pupils who have equal 
claim for a place. Those children 
living nearest to the school will be 
given priority when deciding on 
places. When measurements are 
the same (for example, from a block 
of flats), we will then use a lottery 
system (random allocation) to offer 
places to children.
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5.  You should remember that going to 
a particular nursery class does not 
guarantee a place at, or give priority 
for an infant or primary school. Also, 
going to a particular primary or 
junior school does not guarantee a 
place at, or priority for, a particular 
secondary school.

6.  We are unable to consider other 
circumstances not listed in the 
criteria. It is essential that we are 
consistent in our judgement and 
use only the criteria that have  
been agreed.

7.  Children with statements of Special 
Educational Needs are dealt with 
under the terms of The Education 
Act 1996 and are not referred to in 
the criteria above. Children with a 
statement of Special Educational 
Needs will be admitted to the school 
that is named on their statement.

8.  If we discover that we have given 
your child a place at a school based 
on false or misleading information, 
we will withdraw the place and may 
take legal action.
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Places at our community secondary 
schools will be offered in the following 
order of priority.

•  Priority 1: Children who are in the 
care of a local authority.

•  Priority 2: Children who live 
closest to the school, measured  
in kilometres in a straight line  
(as the crow flies).

Important notes

 1.  The child’s home must be the 
permanent address where they  
live with their legal guardian.  
This should be the address for 
the parent’s or carer’s council tax 
bill and where Child Benefit is 
addressed.

2.  All distances are measured using 
SIA’s Geographical Information 
System, SMART, from the centre 
of the child’s home to the school’s 
main gate. If you live outside the 
area, we will use the same system 
to work out distances.

3.  The distance measured from the 
child’s home to secondary schools 
with split sites will be measured 
to the main site. The main site is 
the entrance through the main 
door at the upper site where the 
head teacher’s office is. This 

Proposed admission criteria and notes for Community 
secondary schools in Barking and Dagenham

measurement affects Barking 
Abbey and Robert Clack schools.

4.  We will use distance from home to 
school for pupils who have equal 
claim for a place. Those children 
living nearest to the school will 
be given priority when deciding 
on places. When measurements 
are the same (for example, from a 
block of flats), we will then use a 
lottery system (random allocation) 
to offer places to children.

5.  We are unable to consider other 
circumstances not listed in the 
criteria. It is essential that we are 
consistent in our judgement and 
use only the criteria that have  
been agreed.

6.  Children with statements of Special 
Educational Needs are dealt with 
under the terms of The Education 
Act 1996 and are not referred to in 
the criteria above. Children with a 
statement of Special Educational 
Needs will be admitted to the 
school that is named on their 
statement.

7.  If we discover that we have given 
your child a place at a school 
based on false or misleading 
information, we will withdraw the 
place and may take legal action.
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We will send a report to the 
Admissions Forum at the end of the 
consultation period (8 March 2010), 
giving details of the responses we have 
received. If the forum goes ahead with 
the proposals, an official proposal will 
be published and you will have four 
weeks to give your final views. The full 
timetable is shown below. All views 

Consultation Timetable

Pre-statutory consultation period begins April 2009

Pre-statutory consultation period ends September 2009

Report to the Admissions Forum November 2009

Statutory notices published and consultation process begins December 2009

Statutory notices published and consultation process ends 12 February 2010

Report to the Admissions Forum with our findings 8 March 2010

Report to Council’s Executive 16 March 2010

Determinations of the admission criteria 12 April 2010

Putting results in place September 2011

will be considered before a decision is 
made by the Council’s Executive. If the 
executive cannot reach a decision, they 
will refer the proposals to the office of 
the schools adjudicator. Let us know 
your views by filling in this response 
form (over the page) and sending it 
to us by 12 February 2010. 

Fax your form to: 020 8227 5541

Send us your form on-line through the consultation page of our website at 
www.barking-dagenham.gov.uk/admissions-consultation

Bring your form to: 
The One Stop Shop 
The Barking Learning Centre 
2 Town Square 
Barking 
Essex IG11 7NG

Post your form to: 
2011 to 2012 Admission Arrangements, 
Admissions Team 
160 London Road 
Barking 
Essex IG11 8BB
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Admission criteria response form

Let us know your views by filling in this response and sending  
it to us by 12 February 2010. 

Do you support the proposals made to change the 2011 to 2012 admission 
arrangements below?

 Yes No Undecided

Removing the neighbourhood criterion?         

Changing to straight line measurement?         

Please use the space below, if you want to make any further comments.

Please tick as appropriate.

I am a: 

  parent or carer   teacher   governor

  other (please give details).  

#
#



This leaflet tells you about proposed changes to our admissions criteria. If you  
would like this information in another language, please tick one of the boxes  
below and return the form to the address at the end of the translations.
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Your name:

Your address:

If you would like this information on audiotape  
or in large print, please contact us at:  
2011 to 2012 Admission Arrangements, 
Admissions Team, 160 London Road 
Barking, Essex IG11 8BB
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#
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Notes



London Borough of Barking and Dagenham 
Phone. 020 8215 3000

Out of hours emergencies only 
Phone 020 8594 8356 
Fax. 020 8227 3470 
E-mail. 3000direct@lbbd.gov.uk 
Website. www.barking-dagenham.gov.uk

We have tried to make sure that this information 
is correct at the time of going to print. However, 
information may change from time to time.

You must not copy this document without  
our permission. © 2009 London Borough  
of Barking and Dagenham.
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